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Are electricity consumers in RTO/ISO 
regions inherently different than they 
are in non-RTO/ISO regions?
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Why the disparity?
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Benefits of 
RTOs

Transparency

Information/Data

Voting Rights

Non-discriminatory market entry/access

Wholesale Savings*

Reliability and Resource Adequacy

Access to larger footprint
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• Order 681 – Long-Term Firm Transmission Rights

• Order 719 – Wholesale Competition

• Order 741 – Credit Reforms

• Order 745 – Demand Response

• Order 755 – Frequency Regulation Compensation

• Order 760 – Market Surveillance

FERC Orders Applicable to RTOs/ISOs

“Death by a thousand cuts”

• Order 825 – Shortage Pricing

• Order 831 – Offer Caps 

• Order 841 – Storage

• Order 844 – Uplift Reports 

• Order 861 – Market Power

• Order 2222 – DER Aggregation
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ROE Adder for participation in an RTO – on the chopping block?



RTO 
Governance
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Source: Stephanie Lenhart, Dalten Fox, “Participatory democracy in dynamic contexts: A review of 

regional transmission organization governance in the United States” Energy Research & Social 

Science, Vol. 83 (Jan. 2022)



Source: Stephanie Lenhart, Dalten Fox, “Participatory democracy in dynamic contexts: A review of regional transmission organization governance in the 

United States” Energy Research & Social Science, Vol. 83 (Jan. 2022)
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Transparency/Accountability
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What About Transmission?
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“[W]e seek comment on whether additional transparency measures are appropriate 

or should be in place for transmission providers, including those outside of RTO/ISO 

regions. If so, we seek comment on whether the Commission should apply 

transparency measures, some of which are currently utilized within RTO/ISO regions 

(e.g., dedicated transmission planning web pages, requirements to publish and detail 

full transmission plan at end of each transmission planning cycle, scorecards), or 

consider different or new transparency measures for transmission providers outside 

of RTO/ISO regions. We seek comment on whether new or different transparency 

measures are needed within the RTO/ISO regions.” 

 Building for the Future Through Electric Regional Transmission Planning and Cost Allocation and Generator Interconnection, Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,

 176 FERC ¶ 61,024 at P 172 (2021).



Questions Remain
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How does 
this value 
translate to 
retail rates?
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RTO v. Non-RTO
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Rough Estimates

RTO
New England

California

PJM/NYISO

MISO North-East

MISO North-West/SPP

Non-RTO
AZ, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, 

UT, WY

Florida

Georgia
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